
THE sounds of a legendary pirate
radio station have been heard on
the airwaves of Harwich as part of
a special celebration.

Radio Mi
Amigo broad-
cast live from
the LV18 light-
ship, at Har-
wich Quay, to
mark the 50th
anniversary of
the day pirate
station Radio
Caroline began
transmitt ing
pop music off
the Essex
coast.

For four
days, DJs
played hits
from the Six-
ties and Seventies, 24 hours a day,
on 106.8FM and on the internet.
Programmes included a rock’n’roll
show with Emperor Rosko and a
two-hour Elvis special by Tony
Prince.

LV18 trustee Tony O’Neill said:
“The town was packed with visi-
tors. We had to enlist extra volun-
teers to cope with the extra people.

“All the pubs seemed to be tuned
in and Harwich was rocking for
four days.”

An offshore pirate radio exhibi-
tion was staged on the Ha'penny
Pier to coincide with the broadcast.

Pirate radio
station back
on the air

 “Rocking”
– Tony O’Neill
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SPONSORS STILL NEEDED TO SUPPORT LEUKAEMIA GROUPS

CYCLISTS are saddling up to raise
money to help fund research into a
cure for leukaemia.

The team of fundraisers is taking
part in the six-day Hero of Hamelin
Bike Ride, from Birmingham to the
German town.

The ride is named in honour of a
donor from Hamelin, whose stem
cells helped save Jonjo Rooney, co-
founder of a new charity called Bpos-
itive

Mr Rooney was diagnosed with
acute lymphoblastic leukaemia in
2006 and underwent months of treat-
ment before his lifesaving stem cell
transplant. He helped start Bpositive
as a support network, connecting
patients, families and friends affected
by acute leukaemia.

Co-founder, John Reeve, who lives
in Wickham Bishops, near Witham, is
one of those taking part. He is doing
it in memory of his son, Tim, who had
the same type of leukaemia and died
in 2005, aged 23.

Lauren Hockney, 30, a journalist
with one of the Gazette’s sister
papers, is one of those riding in aid of

Bpostiive, Leukaemia and Lymphoma
Research and the Anthony Nolan
Trust.

Lauren, of St John’s Green, Colch-
ester, has already raised thousands of
pounds for the Tim Reeve Charitable
Trust by running in the London
Marathon, the Blackwater Triathlon
and the Maldon Mud Race.

She said: “I can’t believe it’s almost
time for us to set off. When I agreed to
do this challenge in May, I didn’t even
have a bike.

“As a team, we really hope people
will be inspired by the reasons behind
the ride and will back the really
important causes we’re doing it for.”

The team leaves Birmingham on
September 6, calling in at the haema-
tology day unit at Colchester General
Hospital on September 8.

To sponsor it, text Bpos01 to 7007,
including the amount you want to
donate, or visit justgiving.com/lauren
-hockney1 or justgiving.com
/Hero2Hamelin

By WENDY BRADING
wendy brading@nqe.com

 Charity riders – John Reeve
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